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Good morning, Chairman Mendelson, Chair Lewis George, and Councilmembers. My name is 
Yvonne Hunter.  
 

I am a Resident in the District of Columbia, and I am testifying today to talk about the experience that 
I have had as a DC resident, and tenant, and to gain insight as to how Department of Buildings, or the 
Council could effectively help to address our community’s concerns. 
 
I am a resident of a privately owned community in Ward 7, southeast DC.  I have been living with 
growing concerns of being displaced from my residence since 2020. 
 
I have not engaged the Department of Buildings, (DCRA) regarding this matter, because I did not 
honestly believe that the scope of my concerns existed beyond hoping that the ownership would 
appropriately address  mine and my other community residents’ concerns of being displaced 
involuntarily.  
 
I live in an old community with several seniors who live with limited income. The majority of us have 
resided here for 20 years. The property was sold in 2020, and as a result of the new ownership, the 
owner informed all existing, fifteen (15) residents, that we must reapply to live here, once the ongoing 
renovations to the property are completed.  

The new rent for our units, will be assessed to be at least $1,000 dollars more a month, than what we 
currently are paying. In August of 2022, there was a fire here at the property. There were at least four 
families affected by the fire, who were evacuated, and relocated without management’s assistance. 
At present the residents that were affected by the fire, are still displaced, with the understanding from 
the owner,  that unless they agree to pay $1,000 more in rent they will not be able to return to their 
units. There is currently eleven (11) tenant occupied units to include myself,  that still reside at the 
property, and who are facing the prospect of losing their housing due to the new ownership's 
increased rent mandate.  Additionally, we are currently being rotated from one housing unit to 
another, while the renovations continue.  
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No formal meetings, or written communication from the owners have been provided with regards to 
what we as tenants should or can expect.  The owners informed the tenants during the August 2022 
property fire, that the units will be redone with modified floor plans in which the tenants will be 
expected to begin paying  the additional $1,000.00 in monthly rent, once renovations are completed. 

The current property is still on "fuse box" electricity, which I believe has contributed to the fire in 
August 2022. The current property has unsafe, unbalanced electrical issues, and outputs daily. 
Additionally, before and during the property renovations, rodents are a daily issue with no 
accountability from management. Tenants have been notified by contractors to the property with 
regards to the presence of faulty wiring at the property, in particular with the installed solar panels, 
and current electrical outings.   Improperly lit, dark hallways and byways present ongoing security 
concerns at the property as well. 

Our community welcomes any increased efforts by the Department of Buildings, and members of the 
Council to establish, or ensure that  mandates prohibiting  the displacement of District residents for 
monetary gain exist.  Additionally, because my community is predominantly made up of seniors, it 
would be great to also have implemented oversights regarding the owner’s current renovations, and 
movement of vulnerable residents.     

In conclusion, I want to thank you and your staff for providing me with the opportunity to talk about my 
experience as a District resident, and my suggestions for improving our experience and engagement 
with the Department of Buildings.  I would like for all of the residents in my community to be made 
whole and not homeless, to include the families that were displaced by the fire.  I would further like to 
recommend that there be stronger outreach, and accountabilities regarding private owners of 
communities like mine, to assure that tenants are not left alone to navigate housing matters that 
present such trauma, and stress involving our realities of possibly being homeless.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


