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Good morning, Chairman Mendelson, Chair Lewis George, and Councilmembers. My name is Sandra 
Bray.  
 

I am a Resident in the District of Columbia, and I am testifying today to talk about the experience that 
I have had in dealing with the D.C. Department of Buildings. 
 
I am a resident of Marbury Plaza in Ward 8, southeast DC.  I have been living with mold and asbestos 
toxicity in my unit and the entire surrounding property grounds since 2020. 
 
I engaged the Department of Buildings, (DCRA) in 2020, during the onset of my housing challenges.  
I appreciated the opportunity to have my unit inspected to document all of my concerns in hopes that 
they would appropriately be addressed by management. 
 
The inspection of my unit proved that the Marbury Plaza apartment ownership was negligent in 
housing me in a unit that contained mold.  I was transferred to another unit  that also turned  out to 
have apparent mold, and asbestos that had been disturbed.  When I reported my concerns to the 
management, I was told  by management’s hired contractor, "that their findings did not warrant my  
concerns".   
 
However, my sleep continued to be disturbing, waking up in pain, and congestion  throughout the 
night. I faced the day with congestion, and joint/muscle pain. I am constantly dealing with  confusion, 
depression, anxiety, and I'm often feeling overwhelmed with my ongoing feelings of living in such a 
compromised environment.  I have no peace. I breath toxic air on a constant basis. The property is 
unsecured, and unsanitary. I live among vagrants in the halls, laundry rooms, and stairwells. Violence 
including shootings can and does pop off at any time. I rarely see a cleaning staff, and the property is 
filthy.  
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As a senior now, I had no history of congestion, colds, or flu since the19 80s. I live a holistic life style. 
Today I fear that I may never be able to overcome what feels like an assault on my life. My health has 
declined at a fast, and sharp rate over these last 3 years. Without exaggeration I perceive, and liken 
the events surrounding my unhealthy exposures as a tenant residing at Marbury Plaza to that of a 
slow but certain death camp.  
 
Currently, the Office of the Attorney General has filed charges against the Marbury Plaza ownership.  
However, the conditions that justified bringing these charges against the ownership, still exist as I 
provide this testimony.  Although the “DOB” has acted to the extent of their capabilities regarding our 
“slumlord” realities, I am testifying today to help the members of the Council to understand that 
stronger “enforcements” are needed to assure that District tenants like me are not left to processes 
that leave us exposed to poor health implications for elongated periods of time, without acceptable 
recourse. 
 
In conclusion, I want to thank you and your staff for providing me with the opportunity to talk about my 
experience with “DOB”, and the need for increased, transparent, & accountable housing 
enforcements that limit or “eradicate” DC citizens’ unhealthy exposures, and that will allow “DOB” 
processes to be more effective among criminal landlords in communities such as the one where I 
reside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


